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Multiple early childhood programs were affected by the across-the-board cut in state spending.  

  

Cuts in the Child Care Appropriations line resulted in the elimination of $1.1 million in 

professional development funding for early care, health and education professionals. This 

means reduced funding for Iowa T.E.A.C.H and a Positive Behavior Supports Initiative and 

elimination of funding for QRS-related New Staff Orientation training and the Professional 

Development Consultation Project.  

 

As a result of the elimination of the Professional Development Consultation Project funding, the 

Professional Development Coordinator position, most recently held by Cathy Ketton, has been 

eliminated by CCR&R. If you are interested in information about the Child Development 

Associate, please visit with CCR&R staff in your local office to get started on the right path. 

 

Cuts were additionally set to reduce CCR&R 

funding, suspend the QRS program, and 

eliminate funding for early childhood support 

to two agencies ï one of which serves 

children with special needs and the other  

low-income families.  However, alternate 

funding sources were found to fill the funding 

for these programs. Child care assistance has 

not been cut. 

 

 

Iowa Child Care Resource & Referral (CCR&R) provides resources, education and advocacy  
to support quality child care. 
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health & safety 

February is National Childrenôs Dental 

Health Month but every day is 

important for childrenôs oral health.  

Tooth decay is the most common 

disease of childhood in the United 

States and affects the overall quality of 

health in children.  It is important to 

take care of baby teeth even though 

permanent teeth will take their place 

eventually. Baby teeth hold the space 

for permanent teeth.  Oral health 

problems can affect self-esteem for 

children and lead to problems eating, 

speaking, and learning. 

Tooth brushing plays an important role 

in the prevention of tooth decay.  

Brushing should take place daily, fitting 

into the schedule when it is most 

convenient for the child care schedule.  

Brushing after meals or snacks may 

provide the ideal time.  Brushing can 

take place in the child care classroom 

with children seated on the floor or at 

tables.   Brushing in a large group 

provides the best opportunity for 

children to model behavior of child 

caregivers, other children, and 

provides the caregivers the best 

opportunity to supervise the children. 

Toothbrushes should be soft, rounded, 

nylon bristles and child-sized.  They 

should be clearly labeled with the 

childôs name. Following each use, 

toothbrushes should be rinsed in tap 

water, stored in an upright position, 

and allowed to air dry.  Space 

toothbrushes so they do not touch 

each other or drip on one another.   

Do not cover toothbrushes with 

anything that could prevent them from 

drying between uses.  Toothbrushes 

should be replaced every 3 to 4 

months or sooner if the bristles 

become worn.  If a child is absent from 

the classroom due to illness, the old 

toothbrush should be discarded and a 

new one used when the child returns 

to the classroom. 

To prevent tooth decay, fluoridated 

toothpaste should be used when 

brushing.  It is all right to use  

ñchild-friendlyò flavors as long as they 

contain fluoride.  Use no more than a 

small pea-sized amount for each child.  

The toothpaste can be drawn up by a 

syringe from the tube and placed on a 

small piece of wax paper or the lip of a 

paper cup.  Never put the toothpaste 

directly on the toothbrush because that 

could spread germs.  Children do not 

need to rinse after brushing but should 

be allowed to spit into their cup if they 

so wish. 

Taking care of baby teeth now and 

teaching children at a young age the 

importance of good oral health and 

how to take care of their teeth can 

prevent many problems in the future.  

Please implement tooth brushing into 

your daily routine.   

 

If you have questions about oral health 

or any other health and safety issues, 

please call Marsha Platt, RN, BSN, 

Regional Child Care Nurse Consultant 

at (319) 233-0804 or (800) 475-0804 

or through email at 

marsha.platt@episervice.org. 

mailto:marsha.platt@episervice.org
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Mandatory Child Abuse Reporter Training and Universal 

Precautions are now available online at  

http://prepareiowa.com.  Both are self-study courses that 

can be completed at any time.  Participants will need to 

create an account at the Prepare Iowa website then search 

the course listings for the appropriate training.  For  

technical assistance contact Sandra Lyles at (515) 242-

5165 or slyles@idph.state.ia.us.   
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1. ClarksÈ Childrenôs Shoes: Molded rubber pieces on the 

sole of the recalled shoes can detach, posing a choking 

hazard to infants and young children. 

 

2. 2009 Model Electra Bicycles with Front Trays or Baskets: 

The front tray or basket on the bicycles can come loose 

and contact the front tire, posing a fall hazard to riders. 

 

3. Daiso Wooden Toys: The toys have small parts that can 

break and detach, posing a choking hazard to young  

children. 

 

4. Little TikesÊ Workshops Sets and Trucks: The recalled 

workshop sets and trucks have oversized, plastic toy nails 

that can pose a choking hazard to young children. 

 

5. Maclaren Strollers: The strollerôs hinge mechanism 

poses a fingertip amputation and laceration hazard to the 

child when the consumer is unfolding/opening the stroller. 

 

6. Big Lots Wooden Bunk Beds: The bunk bedsô mattress 

support slats and side support railings can break, posing a 

risk of the bunk bed collapsing and a fall hazard to  

consumers. 
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